and vaccines. There have been many recent exciting new developments in Australian virology. Space limitations mean that we can only highlight a small number of these achievements in this brief overview of the current virology landscape in Australia.
The increasing prevalence or re-emergence of certain alphaviruses, such as Ross River virus (RRV), Sindbis virus, and Chikungunya virus, is a cause for concern and has attracted increased research interest in recent years. These viruses are known as arthritogenic alphaviruses because they cause arthritis-like symptoms. The ability of these viruses to directly induce bone pathology has remained poorly defined to date. Chen . Since current treatment for NoV infections is largely preventative, there is an urgent need for an effective vaccine or antiviral. By using high throughput screening methods against the RNA polymerase of NoV, Eltahla et al. 7 identified a very promising target for development of effective antivirals against this disease.
With these and the many other researchers around Australia currently active in the field, we can expect continuing major advances in the discipline of virology in 2015 and in the years to come.
